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Tudor Building Detectives 

In Coventry we are very lucky to have 3 fantastic Tudor 

buildings only a short walk away. Now we are going on an 

exciting trail to explore these very different 

buildings that have survived for over 500 years! 

1. Lychgate Cottages

What material is used to build these houses?

In Tudor times many houses were made from wood and wattle and daub, which is a mixture of clay mud, animal dung, horsehair and urine.  The horsehair and urine help to strengthen and bind the mixture together.  Timber was expensive.  What can you see to suggest whether these cottages were for rich Tudors or poor Tudors?

__________________________________________________________. Rich people used lots of wood to make different patterns and shapes as decoration.  Can you see any examples?  Draw them below. 
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If you need help focus on the bargeboards, which is the decorative panels underneath the roof.

Tudor Building Detectives 

2.  The Golden Cross Inn                         

This is a very old building from Tudor times.  

Look at how the wooden timbers are held together. 

The Tudors did not use nails to join the wood together. They

used joints. The mortice and the tenon joint are used in Tudor

houses. The joint is then held together with oak pegs.
Can you see that this building has 3 levels? The bottom is small, the middle is bigger and the top is very big. The bits that stick out are called jetties.  Home owners were taxed on the size of their ground-floor; jettying allowed upper floors to be bigger without having to pay extra.  Only rich people could afford these extra top floors.
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3. Bayley Lane

Look at this house.  Why do you think the windows are so 

small?



Glass was different in the Tudor period and could only be made in small panels.  

Did you know that glass was so expensive in Tudor times that some people even took their windows with them when they moved house!
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Can you draw a jetty here?
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Draw the windows here – think about the shape of each bit of glass.
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